
LIBRARY OF THE FUTURE

مكتبة المستقبل

Books, libraries and reading for Refugee children



MaM is a project by Amal for 
Education within the “Studying is 
your freedom campaign to support 
education for Syrian refugees 

The project aims at building libraries for 
children and youths in refugee camps, 
schools and orphanages for Syrian refugees 
in Turkey and within Syrian territory. 

Turkey hosts more than 2 
million Syrian refugees. 
Turkish language and writing 
system is very different from 

Arabic.  

It is estimated that only 20% of Syrian 
children in school age go to schools in 
Turkey outside refugee camps. Young Syrian 
refugees do not have access to books or 
magazines for children in Arabic language, 
and there is a serious threat of general 
illiteracy for a whole generation of children. 

The Library of the Future project aims at 
bringing close to children all kinds of 
children books, illustrated books, fables and 
tales, dictionaries and encyclopedias and 
also educational medias, audio and video 
mainly in Arabic, but also in English and 
Turkish language. 

The project gives the opportunity of building 
small library through the donation of used 
books, fund raising and donation and 
promotions during book fairs around the 
world. 

I n 2 0 1 5 
A m a l f o r 

Education has 
opened the first 
Library of the 

Future in Kilis on 
the Syrian-Turkish border 

in our educational centre, Bayt 
Al Amal, and has distributed 

three Electronic Library of the 
Future kits to schools inside 
Syria.  

A second small library fo youths 
and adults is open in our cultural 
and recreational centre in Kilis, Dar Al 
Mareefa. 

In the libraries activities and reading clubs 
are organized by Amal for Education in order 
to promote reading, fun and a ordinary 
experience with books. 

THE PROJECT  
المشروع
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“Without libraries what have we? We have 
no past and no future.”  
RAY BRADBURY



The Library of the Future  
in Bait Al Amal in KILIS (Turkey)  
on the Syrian border 

In 2014 we started our first library in Kilis, a 
border town in Turkey, massively touched by 
the presence of Syrian refugees. Kilis is on 
the road from Aleppo to Turkey and is one of 
the main crossing for Syrian refugees. 

Kilis now hosts about 115.000 Syrian 
refugees, about 53% of which are children in 
school age. 

WHERE ARE WE?  
اين نحن؟
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KILIS

TURKEY

SYRIA

ALEPPO

53%

of Syrian refugees are children

Photo © Romina Vinci



OUR COLLECTIONS  
كتبنا
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Children Library in Kilis  

✓about 1.000 books for children in Arabic 

✓ about 100 books for children in English 

✓about 60 books for learning Arabic 
literacy 

✓about 30 books for children in Turkish and 
150 novels for adults and youths 

✓all Syrian school books from 1st grade to 
9th grade with the Syrian curriculum

The library is unique in its genre as it is devoted 
to children and your Syrian refugees in Turkey. It 
contains mostly illustrated books for children, 
but also books for learning languages, 
dictionaries, novels and encyclopedias and 
reference books. There is also a section devoted 
to Koran learning for children.

We collect new and second hand 
books for children and youths in 
Arabic, English and Turkish 

Most of our books have been donated by 
students, teachers and volunteers from Italy, 
Egypt, Lebanon, United States, Turkey and Syria. 
Books are also donated from publishers and 
bookstores, and secondhand books are also 
collected in schools.



The library of the future is not only 
books in printed forms but also 
ebooks and multimedia library with 
movies, videos and music. 

Our attention is primarilty devoted to Arabic 
language resources for children such as 
cartoons, cds and dvds, educational videos 
to learn to read and write, to understand 
science and mathematics, but also 
entertaining resources for handcrafts, 
colouring books, music for children and 
ideas to develop artistic projects. 

Our e-library is also full of English and 
Turkish language multimedia, accessed in 
our computer room and by e-readers 
available in the library.

The e-Library 

✓2 ebook readers 

✓about 1.500 children 
books in Arabic 

✓about 3.000 
children books in 
English 

✓ children 
magazines in Arabic 
(about 200 electronic issues) 

✓ about 100 e-books to learn English for 
children and adults 

✓more than 1.300 e-books and resources 
for learning Turkish for children and 
adults 

✓Arabic, English and Turkish 
e-dictionaries.

E-LIBRARY AND MULTIMEDIA  
الكتب االيليكترونية وصوت وصورة
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The multimedia library 

✓130 audiobooks for children in Arabic 

✓more than 100 full-lenght cartoon 
movies for children in Arabic 

✓About 500 episodes from 14 
educational series in Arabic 

✓About 300 children songs in Arabic 

✓About 50 children songs in English 

✓About 50 episodes of educational 
series in English



Amal for Education along 
with the library and 
educational centre develops 
original and innovative teaching 
materials in order to improve 
literacy skills in Syrian refugees 

Most Syrian children have missed more than 
three years of school, not only they need 
specific programmes taking into account 
age and personal development, but also 
n e e d m o t i v a t i n g a n d m o d e r n 
methodologies for teaching reading and 
writing as well as trained teachers able to 
stimutate their abilities. 

All material are distributed as OER (Open 
Educational Resources) and can be freely 
used and printed as they are. 

LITERACY TOOLS  
أدوات للتعلم القراءة والكتابة
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ِأ



The Library of the Future is located in Bayt Al Amal, 
the educational centre by Amal for Education in Kilis, 

on the Syrian-Turkish border. The centre offers 
literacy,  catch-up courses, language and 

educational activities to about 350 Syrian refugee 
children since April 2015. The centre is mainly 

addressed to children and youths, but it also offers 
courses for adults  and training.

The Library of the future
in Bayt Al Amal (Kilis)
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Amal for Education, volunteering 
education 

A m a l f o r E d u c a t i o n 
(www.amaleducation.net) is a registered 
Italian Non Profit Association supporting and 
developing educational projects in conflict 
areas, especially focused on Syrian refugees.  

Amal for Education aims to support and 
develop local projects in order to promote 
education, culture and economical growth.   

Amal is composed by all volunteers coming 
from the field of education: teachers, trainers, 
educators, journalists. Amal also develops 
innovative teaching programmes and 
educational materials for the teaching of 
Arabic literacy to children and adults. 

MaM is a project by Amal for 
Education and is managed mainly 
from Italy, Egypt and Turkey 

The project has been developed and is 
directed by Isabella Chiari, President of Amal 
for Education and is lead in collaboration 
with May Elsayed and Saber Mahmoud 
Abdelmontaleb. 

It benefits from the help of many volunteers 
who are willing to buy, donate or transport 
the books freely from Egypt or other 
countries to Italy or to Turkey. 

It also benefits from a group of about 270 
volunteer translators.

WHO ARE WE?  
من نحن؟
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Saber Mahmoud Abdelmontaleb

Mai Elsayed

Isabella Chiari

MaM project is part of the “Studying is your 
freedom campain” by Amal for Education 
that received the Patronage of the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation for it cultural and educational 
value.
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1 COLLECT NEW OR SECOND HAND CHILDREN BOOKS

We welcome any children book in Arabic, English and Turkish. You can also organize 
a public collection of used books. You can send the books collected to any between 
our Italian and Turkish address. If it is possible we prefer to receive books directly in 
our centre in Turkey. You can also donate secondhand or new e-readers or tablets. 
  

Bayt Al Amal (Amal for Education)
Helvacıoğlu mh. Kefre cd. No: 51, Kilis 29000 (Turkey)

or 
Amal for Education

via Giuseppe Ferrari 35, 00195 Roma (Italy)

كيف تستطيع ان تساعدنا؟ 
How can you contribute? 

2
DONATE TO THE LIBRARY

You can make individual, collective or institutional donation to our association by 
specifiying #library in you bank transfer or paypal/creditcard donation. You can 
donate for books or for appliances (such as e-readers and tablets). 

Amal for Education
IBAN: IT40Q0200805319000103223565 | SWIFT/BIC: UNCRITM1E35  

PayPal: donations@amaleducation.net

3

IF YOU ARE A PUBLISHER OR AN AUTHOR OF CHILDREN BOOKS

We will be very glad to have one copy of your book(s) in our library in 
order to let children have free access to them. We generally post donated 
book’s pictures on our Facebook page and on our website with the name 
of the donor(s).

4SPONSOR ACTIVITIES “A BOOK CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE”

You can also sponsor our reading related activities, such as book 
clubs for children and youths, reading courses, collective writing and 
story telling, calligraphy, poetry reading and other educational and 
recreational activities. 

AMAL FOR EDUCATION, Non profit Organization 
via Giuseppe Ferrari 35, 00195 Roma, tel. +39 331 2521017 

Codice fiscale: 97788740583 
info@amaleducation.net, www.amaleducation.net

mailto:donations@amaleducation.net
mailto:donations@amaleducation.net
http://www.amaleducation.net
http://www.amaleducation.net
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